


1 Cut selvedges of the same size from the fat 
quarters. Cut your main print fat quarter in half 
along the length, as shown (see Fig 1).
2 With right sides facing, join the two halves 
along the short edge to give you a 10 × 44in 
(25 × 112cm) rectangle. Finish the seam 
allowance and iron.
3 Cut two rectangles from the accent fabric 
measuring 51/2in (14cm) × width of fabric 
(see Fig 2).
4 With right sides facing, join the two halves 
along the short edge to form a 51/2 × 44in 
(14 × 112cm) rectangle. Finish the seam 
allowance and iron.
5 With right sides facing, join the two skirt 
panels along the long edge (see Fig 3), finish 
the seam and iron downwards. If you are 
using a directional print, ensure the accent 
fabric is sewn along the bottom edge.
6 Join the sides of the skirt to form a tube, 
finish the seam and iron. Ensure the seam on 
the hem band matches up on each side.
7 Turn over the top edge of the skirt by 
1/4in (6mm), bringing the raw edge over to the 
wrong side of the fabric, and iron. Now turn 
over by 1in (2.5cm), enclosing the raw edge, 
and iron again. Stitch around the top of the 
skirt, 7∕8in (2.2cm) from the top edge, to catch 
this fold. Leave a 2in (5cm) gap for inserting 
the elastic.

Materials
◆◆ 2 fat quarters of fabric: 
main and accent

◆◆ 3/4in (2cm) wide elastic, cut to 
child’s measurements

This gorgeous gathered skirt features an elasticated waistband for comfort, and a 
contrasting hem band for style. By cutting the elastic to size, the skirt can be made to fit 
girls of three to six years. A larger skirt can be sewn for an older child by increasing the 

size of the contrasting hem band, however it will not be as full.

Emily Levey
- - - - G i r ly  T w i r ly  S k i r t- - - -

◆ Pattern notes

Seam allowance is 5∕8in (1.5cm)  
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8 To make the hem turn over the bottom edge 
by 1/4in (6mm), bringing the raw edge over 
to the wrong side of the fabric, and iron. Turn 
over again by 1in (2.5cm), enclosing the raw 
edge, and iron. Stitch around the bottom of 
the skirt, 7∕8in (2.2cm) from the bottom edge.
9 Cut a length of elastic to the child’s 
measurements, using the following as a guide:
3 years = 183/4in (48cm)
4 years = 20in (50cm)
5 years = 21in (53cm)
6 years = 22in (56cm)
10 Using a large safety pin, feed the elastic 
around the skirt in the top opening, taking 
care not to twist it. Overlap the ends by 
1in (2.5cm) and secure together with a 
zigzag stitch. Stitch the opening closed.
11 Topstitch around the top of the skirt twice, 
sewing through the elastic to prevent it from 
twisting whilst being worn (see Fig 4). Stretch 
out the elastic as you sew to ensure that the 
fabric lies flat.

Top Tip
If the elastic is slack, a gentle 

steam with an iron on a high 

steam setting will help it to shrink 

back. Hold the iron just above the 

fabric without touching it.
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Materials
◆◆ 6 fat quarters of fabric

◆◆ 50cm (20in) square 
compressed fleece 

◆◆ 50cm (20in) square iron-on 
interfacing

1 For the large bowl cut two 19in (48.5cm) 
squares from fabric, one 19in (48.5cm) 
square from compressed fleece and one 18in 
(46cm) square from iron-on interfacing.
2 For the medium bowl cut two 15in (38cm) 
squares from fabric, one 15in (38cm) square 
from compressed fleece and one 14in 
(35.5cm) square from iron-on interfacing.
3 For the small bowl cut two 10in (25cm) 
squares from fabric, one 10in (25cm) square 
from compressed fleece and one 9in (23cm) 
square from iron-on interfacing.
4 For the tiny bowl cut two 61/2in (16.5cm) 
squares from fabric, one 61/2in (16.5cm) 
square from compressed fleece and one 
51/2in (14cm) square from iron-on interfacing.
5 Use the following steps for each nesting 
bowl. On the wrong side of one fabric 
square, fuse the iron-on interfacing for 

the inside of the bowl, following the 
manufacturer’s instructions. You should have  
a 11/2in (1.2cm) gap around each edge.
6 Place the other fabric square wrong side 
down onto the compressed fleece. Now 
place the fabric square with the interfacing 
onto this, so that the right sides of the fabric 
are facing each other. Pin around the  
outer edges.
7 Sew around all four sides, leaving 
a 3–4in (7.5–10cm) turning gap on one 
side. You can use the edge of the interfacing 
as a guide for your seam allowance. Clip the 
corners to reduce bulk.
8 Turn the right sides out through the gap, 
using a wooden stick or similar to push out the 
corners into a neat point. Iron well and tuck 
the raw edges of the unsewn gap inside, then 
iron or pin the gap closed.
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These sweet nesting bowls are pretty stacked and displayed together, or they can be 
used throughout the home for organizing all your bits and bobs. I chose prints featuring 
ladybirds, flowers and birds and formed the corners into leaf shapes for a nature theme.

◆ Pattern notes

Seam allowance is 1/2in (1.2cm), 
unless stated otherwise



Fig 1

9 Topstitch around each side, 1⁄8in (3mm) from 
the edge, to close the gap. 
10 Repeat step 1-4 with the remaining 
squares for the other bowl sizes. 
11 To form the sides of the bowls, start with 
the large bowl and fold the square in half 
diagonally, with the interfaced fabric on the 
inside. Measure 3in (7.5cm) from the point 
along the topstitched edge and mark. Sew 
a line at a 90-degree angle to the topstitched 
edge, reverse stitching at the start and end 
to secure. Repeat for the opposite corner 
(see Fig 1).
12 Open out the triangle and refold 
diagonally in the other direction. Repeat 
Step 11 for the two remaining corners.

13 Repeat Steps 11–12, substituting the 
measurements from the corner as follows: 
21/2in (6.5cm) for the medium bowl, 
2in (5cm) for the small bowl and 1in (2.5cm) 
for the tiny bowl.
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Top Tip
increase your stitch length 

for topstitching to aBout 
1⁄8in (3mm).





Fig 1

1 From the main fabric, lining fabric and 
wadding, cut two 10in (25cm) squares for 
the main body of the bag and an 8 × 41/2in 
(20 × 11.5cm) rectangle for the flap.
2 Trace around a plate or another rounded 
object at both bottom corners of the flap fabric 
and trim the corners away. Repeat on the flap 
lining and wadding. 
3 Cut a 7in (18cm) square from the pocket 
fabric, lining fabric and wadding. From the 
pocket fabric cut a 6 × 22in (15 × 55cm) 
and a 6 × 8in (15 × 20cm) rectangle 
for the handle. Now cut a 13∕8 × 281/2in 
(3.5 × 72cm) rectangle from wadding. If your 
wadding is not large enough to cut this in one 
piece, join scraps together using zigzag stitch.
4 Take the lining fabric flap piece and make 
a central mark 13∕8in (3.5cm) from the bottom 
edge on the wrong side. Position the small 
square of interfacing over this mark and fuse 
with an iron. Following the manufacturer’s 
instructions, insert one side of the magnetic 
fastener over this mark.
5 Lay the two flap fabric pieces right sides 
together and place the wadding on top of 
the main fabric. You can use basting spray to 
tack (baste) the wadding to the fabric piece. 
Pin around the bottom curved edge and sew 
along. Trim the seam allowance to reduce 
bulk, turn the right way out and iron well. 
Topstitch 1/4in (6mm) from the edge along the 
curved edge. Tack the top opening closed 
and set aside.
6 Sew the strap fabric pieces together along 
the short edge and iron the seam open to 
make a 6 × 281/2in (15 × 72cm) strap. Iron 
in half with wrong sides together along the 

length and open out. Bring the two outer 
edges into the centre and iron again. Tuck the 
long wadding strip under one of these folds 
and fold the strap in half again. You should 
have a long strap about 11/2in (4cm) wide 
with all the raw edges enclosed. Pin along 
the length, topstitch 1∕8in (2.5mm) from the 
edge down both long sides (see Fig 1) and 
set aside.
7 Repeat Step 4 with the main fabric pocket 
piece and the remaining side of the magnetic 
fastener, this time making a central mark 
13∕8in (3.5cm) down from the top edge on the 
wrong side of the flap.

Materials
◆◆ 3 fat quarters of fabric: 
main, lining and pocket

◆◆ 20in (50cm) cotton quilter’s 
wadding (batting) 

◆◆ Two 2in (5cm) squares of firm 
iron-on interfacing

◆◆ Magnetic popper (snap) fastener

The trend-setting tween will adore this sweet little satchel bag featuring 
a cross-body strap, a contrasting front pocket and a flap closure to keep 
valuables safe! Make it in her favourite fabrics to flatter her current style.
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◆ Pattern notes

Seam allowance is 5∕8in (1.5cm)

Top Tip
Make a note of what each 

piece is for (flap, pocket, handle, 

etc.) by pinning on a label or 

writing on masking tape and 

sticking it in place.

Top Tip
Reverse stitch at the beginning 

and end of your seams to 

secure your threads.

Wadding



8 Lay the two pocket fabric pieces right sides 
together and place the wadding on top of 
the lining fabric (it is useful to use basting 
spray here). Pin around all four sides and sew 
around, leaving a 31/4in (8cm) opening in the 
bottom edge. Sew slowly past the magnetic 
fastener, making sure you keep straight. A 
walking foot can be used to stitch through all 
the layers.
9 Trim the corners of the pocket piece and 
turn the right way out. Iron well, taking care 
to tuck in the unsewn edges of the opening 
and line up neatly. Pin the pocket centrally on 
the front of one of the 10in (25cm) main bag 
fabric square pieces,13∕8in (3.5cm) down 
from the top edge. Topstitch 1∕8in (2.5mm) 
from the edge along the two sides and bottom 
edge, leaving the top edge open (see Fig 2).

10 Take the two 10in (25cm) square lining 
pieces and pin together with right sides facing 
along the two sides and bottom edge, leaving 
the top edge open. Stitch around these three 
sides, leaving a 4in (10cm) turning gap in the 
centre of the bottom edge. Trim the corners, 
turn through to the right sides and set aside.
11 Tack the two 10cm (25cm) square 
wadding pieces onto the wrong sides of the 
two 10cm (25cm) square main fabric pieces 
using basting spray. Place the completed flap 
section centrally onto the top edge of the bag 
back piece (without the pocket), with the lining 
facing up and the main prints facing each 
other. Tack in place, stitching 3∕8in (1cm) from 
the edge.
12 Place the two outer bag pieces with right 
sides facing and pin along the sides and 
bottom edge, leaving the top edge open. 
Stitch around the three edges and trim the 
corners.
13 Tack (baste) the completed handle in 
place on the outer bag section. Line up the 
handle centrally over the side seams of the 
bag, with the short raw edge in line with  
the top edge of the bag and the bulk down 
inside the bag (see Fig 3).
14 Put the lining inside the outer bag section, 
with right sides together. Pin then stitch around 
the top edge. Turn the bag right sides out 
through the turning gap in the lining. Iron well 
and slipstitch the opening closed.
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